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THE FORM OF NOMINAL COMPOUNDS IN LATIN 
Bv George D. Chase 

THE Indo-European method of forming nominal compounds, by 
joining stems in such a manner that the last one alone was 
inflected while the preceding stems were absolutely unchanged, was 
retained to the latest literary periods in Sanskrit and Greek. It is true 
that the laws of phonetic combination or formations by the analogy of 
familiar words or groups of words often operated to change the form 
of the first member; but nevertheless the original method remained 
alive in the consciousness of the language, and it was always possible to 
build such words as hasta-krta, riiti-castra, praja-kama, dasi-putra or 
\oyo-ypd<f>os, o!icn-ir«T7j5 , viKr)-<j>6pos. 

In Italic the case was different. There the instinct of forming 
compounds was lost at a very early period. A limited number of the 
old compounds still existed, but these were rarely taken as patterns for 
new compounds. In their early Italic form there probably existed 
such words as * duello-ger, *armo-fer, *agrb-cola, *causb-dicos, perhaps 
beside a still older *causa-dicos, *hosti-capas, *ponfi-fax, * cornu-cen. 
In a preliterary period the early Italic laws of accent had prevailed to 
change every short stem vowel before a single consonant to /. The 
result was that the various vowel stems, whether ending originally in o, 
i, or u, were all reduced in compounds to the common ending /, and 
we have for even the preclassical Latin the forms belli-ger, arnii-fer, 
agri-cola, causi-dicus, hosfi-capas, ponfi-fex, corrii-cen, etc. 

These forms arose by strictly phonetic laws, but they extended their 
influence analogically to other compounds where the stem vowel stood 
before two or more consonants. Thus * lecto-sterniom would regularly 
give *lectu-sternium, but we find instead lecti-sternium. To the Roman 
mind it appeared as if all compounds had a common connecting vowel, 
-/-, which took the place of the stem vowel of the first member. And 
so, when in the early literary period such authors as Ennius, Livius 
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Andronicus, and Plautus, who had been educated under Greek influ- 
ences, attempted to apply to the dawning Latin literature Greek ideas 
and conceptions and to enrich the scanty Latin vocabulary by new and 
poetic expressions formed on the model of Greek compounds, they 
readily coined new Latin compounds, building them without regard to 
their stem vowel, by means of the connecting vowel -t- (-#-). The 
classical poets, Catullus, Virgil, etc., and also those who belong to the 
postclassical period, followed in the steps of the early Greek imitators. 
The great majority of Latin compounds need no further explanation. 
They are regularly formed by the connecting vowel -/- (-£-). They are 
mainly literary, artificially formed words which arose in the anteclassical 
or postclassical period. A few examples from the long list sufficiently 
illustrate the type : 

-o- stems. Albi-capillus, armi-potens, atri-color, auri-ficina, caeli- 
cola, centi-manus, galli-cinium, lucri-cupido, meri-bibulus, plani-pes, 
tyranni-cida, uni-cornis. 

-a- stems. Ali-pes, aquili-fer, barbi-tondium, flammi-comus, lani-ger, 
olli-coquus, silvi-cola, tubi-cen. 

-i- stems. Aedi-/ex(?), angui-comus, avi-pes, igni-color, fidi-cen, 
imbri-fer, muni-cipiutn, omni-genus, tri-dens. 

-u- stems. Arci-tenens, corni-cen, geli-cidium, lucti-fer, mani-festus. 

Before labials or /, short unaccented vowels were reduced to a sound 
intermediate between u and /, which was sometimes written u and 
sometimes i. In compounds which belong exclusively to the literary 
language the connecting vowel before labials and / is written i with 
the greatest regularity; nor is any distinction made if the second 
member begins with two or more consonants. Thus we find the 
following groups written only with i: 

o-f. Signi-fer, saxi-fragus, sereni-ficus, aequi-formis, amoeni-fer, 
blandi-fluus, multi-folius. 

o- b. Multi-bibus, pexi-barbus, vini-bua. 

o- m. Aequi-tnanus, multi-meter, multi-modus, uni-mamma. 

o- p. Aheni-pes, aequi-par,.agri-peta, alti-pendulus, atri-plex, armi- 
potens. 

o- v. Alti-volans. aequt-vocus, lustri-vagus, multi-vira, multi-volus. 
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0- I. Aequi-lavium, alti-loquium, astri-lucus, auri-legulus, blandi- 

loquus, pleni-lunium, recti-lineus. 
a- f. Aqui-fuga, aquili-fer, creti-fodina, flamtni-fluus, silvi-fragus. 
a- m. Aqui-manile, stelli-micans, aqui-minarium. 
a- p. Ali-pilus, ali-pes, flamtni-potens, lani-pendia, scrofi-pascus. 
a- v. Aqui-vergium, areni-vagus, flatnmi-vomus, nugi-vendus. 
a- I. Aqui-legus, tubi-lustrium. 
a- b. Fundi-balus. 
t-f. Febri-fugia, aedi-fex, hosti-fer, morti-fer, navi-fragus, omni- 

formis. 

1- b. Fusti-balus. 

t- m. Angui-manus, dulci-modus, omni-modus, pari-membre. 

i- p. Agili-pennis, angui-pes, igni-potens, omni-pavus, tri-pes. 

1- v. Carni-vorus, celeri-volus, igni-vagus, omni-vomus, omni-vorus. 

t- L Brevi-loquens, grandi-loquus, suavi-ludius, turpi-lucrus, ventri- 

loquus. 

u- f. Aesti-fer, corni-frons, flucti-vagus, sensi-ficus. 

u- p. Arci-potens, corni-pes, domi-porta, mani-pulus. 

u- v. Flucti-vagus. 

u- I. Risi-loquium, sensi-locus. 

The majority of these words first came into existence on paper. 
They were manufactured by literary men who had a very clear concep- 
tion of a universal connecting vowel and so wrote i in all cases. Many 
of these words never extended to common speech. Those that did 
must have followed the tendency of the language and developed the 
intermediate u, although the habit of spelling them with * prevailed. 

A number of the older and commoner compounds, with a few of the 
postclassical, show, as we might expect, either i or u in the sources, as 
follows : 

o. Centu-plex, centu-plus, locu-ples. In these words the u is pre- 
vailing, being strengthened by the consonant group //. Centi-peda, 
but centu-peda in Isidore. Pannu-vellium (Varr. L. L. 5, 114) ; sacri- 
ficus, but sacru-fico in the codd. of Plautus; Crassu-pes, auru-fex, 
magnu-fice (Plaut.), oinu-mama (C/L. I, 1501). 

a. Tubu-lustrium (Varro, Ovid). 

t. Acru-folius (Cato, R. R. 31), carnu-fex (Plaut.), pontu-fex. 
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ii. Quadru-plex, always with u, before //; quadru-vium, quadru- 
manis, quadru-pes, acu-pedius, manu-ballista, manu-pretium, manu- 
festus, manu-plaris (Plaut.) before //, but never *manupulus, cornu-peta, 
Cornu-ficia (CIL. I, 1087). In late Latin we find the forms manu- 
tergium (Isid.), manu-tigium (Cael. Aur.). These words may be 
developed from the phrases manum tegere, manu tangere and may 
contain in the first member not a stem but a case. Georges {Lexicon) 
writes them manu-, inferring that the -u- is long. 

Haru-spex always appears with u except in Veil. Long. 73, 9, K., 
ari-spex. The first member seems to be a -u stem in Latin, although 
other languages have a different stem formation, if the word is rightly 
compared with Skt. hira, Gk. x°P^Vi Lith. zdrna. We have then in 
haru-spex a single instance where analogy did not prevail to change all 
short stem vowels to / before two consonants : *lecto-sterniom became 
lecti-sternium, but haru-spex was unchanged ; cf. exti-spex. 

Many stems in -<?, -a end in -0 in the first member of compounds. 
These are clearly imitations of Greek formation. Many of them have 
Greek words for the first or second member of the compound, as 
(-0 stems) crypto-porticus, holo-vitreus, holo-sericus, hymno-dicus, proto- 
lapsus, Pseudo-cato, drillo-pota, auto-genitor, dextro-cherium, lino-stemus, 
tracto-^alatus, sago-chlamys, austro-africus, euro-aquilo, euro-auster ; 
(-# stems) blatto-sericum, tramo-sericus, copto-placenta, satiro-graphus, 
scytalo-sagitti-pelli-ger. Others have arisen through connection with 
this group or by other forms of contact with the Greek. There already 
existed in Latin an uni-mamma, but Plautus, Cure. 445, coined by 
Greek rules a comic Uno-mammia in order to give a more foreign 
flavor to the word. Other examples of Greek imitations are (-0 stems) 
albo-galerus, albo-gilvus, anulo-culter, mulo-medicus, carro-ballista, 
masculo-femina, sexcento-plagus, astro-lapsus, avo-nomicus, Gallo- 
graecia, Aheno-barbus ; (-a stems) tunico-pallium, cero-ferrarius, 
vio-curus. The form limo-cinctus (Orell. inscr. 3219) may be under- 
stood as limo cinctus. 

Sacro-sanctus is not properly a compound. As a dvandva compound 
it would stand quite isolated in Latin. It is written in Pliny, N. H. 7, 
143, sacroque sanctus, which makes it quite clear that the word was 
really sacro sanctus. 
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The name Asia-genes is purely Greek in its formation. 

Recta-gonum is due entirely to the influence of heptd-gonum, hexa- 
gonum, etc. 

The final stem vowel underwent elision before an initial vowel of the 
second member, -o stems : aequ-aevus, aequ-animis, anim-aequus, 
August-amnica, cent-oculus, domin-aedius, flex-animus, long-aevus, 
long-animis, magn-animus, mult-angulus, prim-aevus, prim-ordium, 
pusill-animis, salm-acidus, sicc-oculus, un-animus, un-oculus, quadr- 
angulum, somn-ambulus, rent-ex, soll-ers, soll-emnis, mon-oculus, 
Lup-erca, advers-itor, mult-icius, fic-edula, querqu-edula, agr-edula, 
mon-edula, nit-edula. These last are names of birds, in which -edula 
seems to have grown to be a suffix for forming bird names. Fic-ed-ula 
means 'little fig eater', and may be compared with the Lithuanian 
pefeda, 'owl', lit. 'mouse eater', and with the Old Slavic medv-edi, 
'bear', lit. 'honey eater'. Ment-agra, a disease of the chin, seems to 
be formed in imitation of the Greek iroS-oypo, x a P-<*yp a i etc - 
-a stems : aqu-agium, cox-endix, cur-agulus, cur-agendarius, lan-oculus. 
-i stems : ax-ungia, dulc-acidus, grand-aevus, fun-ambulus, vit-arefer, 
nav-igium (but see nam's below), -u stems : dom-usio. 

In monosyllabic stems the vowel was kept before another vowel, 
hence regularly bi-ennium, tri-ennium, tri-angulus. By the direct 
analogy of these forms were derived quadri-ennium, and the com- 
pounds of angulus found in the Latin writers on surveying, as acuti- 
angulus, aequi-angulus, directi-angulus, mulH-anguluni, obtusi-angulus, 
recti-angulus, quadri-angulus, beside quadr-angulum. So also tri-eris 
was the model for quadri-eris. The words levi-animus and mari- 
ambulus are late forms. 

Syncopation under favoring circumstances took place regularly in 
the older compounds, -o stems : for-ceps < *formi-ceps, prin-ceps < 
*primi-ceps, vin-demia, puer-pera. -i stems : au-ceps < *avi-ceps, au- 
spex < avi-spex, au-gur(?), O-pilio < *ovi-pilio. -u stems : man-ceps, 
man-sues, mal-luvium < * manu-luvium, man-tele. But see Brugmann, 
Grundriss, II, p. 458, where from the Umbr. ace. pi. man/ a stem 
man- is inferred for the Italic. 

Stems in -ro- following a consonant at first lost the -o by syncope. 
There then arose vocalic r which developed into er. *Sacro-dos > 
*sacr-dos > sacer-dos. So also alter-plex (Paul, ex Fest. 7, 14 M.) 
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beside the later formed altri-plex (Placid. Gloss. 13, 3), agri-cola, 
sacri-fex, etc. 

When, in compounds, a number of syllables of similar sound follow 
in succession, one is apt to fall out. Thus scrupeda < *scrupi-peda, 
from scrupus and pes; gemi-pomus < *gemini-pomus (but cf. below 
homi-cida) ; umbraticola < *umbratici-cola, from umbraticus and colo 
(Plaut. True. 587) ; centenodius < *centeni-nodius, veneficus < *7>eneni- 
ficus, semodius < *semi-modius, semestris < *semi-mestris. 

-to, -ia stems in compounds end in a single /. -io stems : anxi-fer, 
gaudi-vigens, laserpici-fer, medi-lunia, medi-terraneus, mendaci-loquus, 
negoti-nummius, offici-perda, sandali-gerula, terti-ceps. -ia stems : 
glori-ficus, sapienii-potens, stiri-cidium. This -i remains even before an 
initial vowel, as in anxi-animus, Medi-amna beside Med-amna. 

Greek influence appears in the following : -io stems : Vergilio-cento, 
Vergilio-mastix, Claudio-polis, tertio-cerius, socio-fraudus, and with 
vowel weakening sociu-fraude (Plaut. Pseud. 362, cod. A), graju-gena. 
-ia stems : vio-curus, Troju-gena, Maju-gena. Possibly vitu-pero derives 
its first member from vitium and changes the / to u through the influ- 
ence of the following labial. The compounds of alius have the stem 
alt-, as ali-quis, ali-quando, ali-ubi, ali-cubi, etc. 

The / that appears in these -io, -ia compounds does not arise from 
contraction or syncopation, but is the weak ablaut grade of the suffix 
-io. The -ia stems were treated exactly like the -io stems, so that we 
have really only one case to consider in compounds. The weak ablaut 
grade of -io had two forms, -i and -z. It is not at all made out under 
what conditions we have one or the other in Latin. Thus in -io verbs 
we find cup-i-s with the short -i, but /is < *bh(u)-i-s with the long -i. 
In nominal stems we have the short -i in old Lat. al-i-s, al-i-d, Cornel-t-s, 
in personal names, as Manlius < * Man-i-lius from Manius, and the 
long -i in the voc. fili, Cornefi, etc., in personal names, as Mani-lius, 
Servi-lius, Lud-lius, from Manius, Servius, Lucius. That is, the long 
and short -i forms seem to run parallel in both verbs and nouns. In 
compounds the same condition of things is apparent. We have the 
short -i from -io stems in ali-quis, anxi-fer, offici-perda, etc. ; from -id 
stems in stiri-cidium, glori-ficus, etc. ; and the long -i from -io stems in 
meri-dies < *medi-dies (cf. Stolz, Hist. Gram. p. 233), and from -ia 
stems in tibi-cen from tibia. 
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A single -uo stem occurs in compounds : liti-cen, from lituus. The 
form lift-cen could not arise phonetically from *litui-cen. It is perhaps 
possible that the -1- represents an older -u- which was the weak ablaut 
grade of the suffix -uo, corresponding to the weak grade -i of the -to 
suffix. 

From stems in -eo are formed under the accent dei-ficus, dei-fer, 
dei-cida, dei-para. Further, from caduceus we have caduci-fer by the 
analogy of -o stems. 

Aurigae from aurea is probably formed from the analogy of b'tgae < 
*bi-j"igae < *bl-jugae, from which were also formed trigae and quadrigae 
beside the later forms bi-jugis, tri-jugis, quadri-jugis. 

Other vowel stems are nau-fragus, nav-igium, from *naus > navis ; 
su-cerdae from sus, and perhaps ju-glans. Further, faci-tergium, from 
fades by analogy of the -i stems ; bu-caeda, bu-cina beside the late 
formation by analogy of the consonant stems, bov-i-cidium. The 
forms bubsequa and bussequa which are found in late Latin are uncertain. 
The first member bu- with the meaning ' great ', as in bu-mammus, is 
borrowed from the Greek. 

The connecting vowel -/' which started from vowel stems extended 
to consonant stems. It was invariably used throughout the literary 
period of Latin in forming compounds of consonant stems and is 
lacking only where contraction afterwards took place or in words 
formed at an earlier stage of the language before the connecting vowel 
had come into use. Examples of consonant stems with the connecting 
vowel are as follows : 

-n stems : imagin-i-fer, germin-i-seca, aquilon-i-gena, Anten-i-cola. 

-s stems : aer-i-pes, crur-i-crepida, flor-i-legus, jur-i-dicus, lar-i-fuga, 
mor-i-gerus, vemor-i-cultrix, or-i-ficium, plur-i-laterus, ror-i-fluus, 
rur-i-cola, tur-i-legus, vener-i -vagus, calor-i-ficus, honor-i-ficus, odor-i- 
fer, pitdor-i-color. 

-r stems : aer-i-vagus, fratr-i-cida, patr-i-cida. 

-I stems : fell-i-ducus, mell-i-fer, mell-i-fluus, sol-i-fuga, sol-i-gena. 

-v{ < ahvi) stems : niv-i-fer. 

-p stems : dap-i-fer, op-i-fex, op-i-tulus, Op-i-gena, op-i-parus. 

-b stems : urb-i-capus, urb-i-cremus, urb-i-gena. 
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-t stems : capit-i-lavium, dent-i-fricium, font-i-cola, infant-i-cida, 
lact-i-color, lit-i-ger, Mart-i-cultor, mont-i-vagus, noct-i-luca, pult-i- 
fagus, salut-i-fer, sort-i-lator, trident-i-potens. 

-</ stems : fraud-i-ger, frond-i-comus, gland-i-fer, hered-i- peta, lapid-i- 
cinae, palud-i-cola, peeud-i-fer, ped-i-sequus. 

-c stems : calc-i-fraga, eruc-i-fer, falc-i-fer, fallac-i-loquus, luc-i-fer, 
nuc-i-fer, nue-i-fragibulum, pac-i-ficus. 

-g stems : frug-i-legus, leg-i-fer, reg-i-fugium. 

This extension of the connecting vowel to consonant stems was aided 
by the confusion of -i and consonant stems in Latin. Many of the 
words listed above as consonant stems may have been inflected as 
-i stems at the time the compounds were formed. Such words were 
nox, sors, salus, heres, calx, pa/us, etc. When these took on, in whole 
or in part, the forms of consonant stems, the old -i stem vowel that was 
kept in their compounds was no longer regarded as the stem vowel, 
but as a connecting vowel,, and on the analogy of nocti-luca, sorti-lator, 
etc., were formed compounds of any consonant stem by means of an 
apparently similar connecting vowel i. 

Before labials and / the connecting vowel appears as u in noctu- 
vigila (Plaut. Cure. 196), noctu-lucus (Varr. L. L. 5, 99), for which 
Mtiller reads noctu lucuque. Otherwise we have nocti-luca in Varro 
and Horace. 

Before an initial vowel the connecting vowel is not used : jur-gium 
from jus agere, cf. jurgo, old Lat. jurigo (Plaut. Merc. 118, jurigandum 
in via) ; lit-igium, dent-harpago. 

There was a tendency in Latin to form vowel stems directly from 
the nominative of nouns that were consonant stems. This occurred 
particularly when the nominative resembled that of vowel stems. Thus 
from vulnus, which in the nominative resembles vulgus, we find vulni- 
ficus in Virgil and Ovid, vulni-fer in Prudentius. Similarly from 
-s stems, Velli-ger f rom vellus (Arat. progn.), foedi-fragus from foedus, 
Cic. de Off. 1, 38; Mart. Cap. 9, 912; cf. Gell. 19, 7, 5, hostes qui 
foedera frangerent "foedi-fragos" non "foederi-fragos' 1 '' dixit (Laevius); 
cini-flo, -onis from cinis, cineris, Hor. Sat. 1, 2, 98 ; cine-factus, Lucr. 
3, 904. The e is written in this word by the analogy of the many 
compounds with facto of verbs in -eo, as cale-facio, cande-facio, cave- 
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/ado, putre-facio, stupe- facio, tepi-facio, etc., following which were 
also formed dome- /actus from domare, treme-/acio, incende-/acio, labe- 
/acio, and the derivatives from adjectives (-0 stems) mature-/acio, 
obdure-/acio, obscure-/acio, pure-/acio, /rigidi-/acio ; (-*' stems) pingue- 
/acio. Compounds of -ficus, on the contrary, were made with -i from 
verbs in -eo , as ari-ficus, augi-fico. Beside most of these verbs in -eo 
stood nouns in -or, as algi-ficus from algeo, beside which stood algor ; 
candi-ficus from candeo : candor; horri- ficus from horreo : horror; 
terri-ficus, splendi- ficus, etc. In course of time the compounds became 
as much identified with the nouns in -or as with the verbs in -eo. 
Hence, finally, new compounds were formed from nouns in -or even 
when no verb in -eo existed. Thus from rumor was made rumi-fico, 
rumi-gero although no *rumeo was known. 

Also from the nominative are formed aegi-sonus, from aegis, -idis ; 
iri-color from iris, -idis, but Virg. Aen. 4, 694, has Irim ; lapi-cida 
from lapis, -idis (Varr., Liv.), lapi-cidinae (Plaut., Cic, Plin., etc.), cf. 
lapio, 'turn to stone' (Pacuv. /rag. trag. 276), lapidicinae (Varr. L. L. 
5, 151, etc.). This latter form may stand for lapicidinae by an inter- 
change of syllables or both forms may have started from the regularly 
formed but clumsy *lapidi-cidinae. Volupti-ficus (Apul.) is from the 
nominative voluptas, nutri-fico (Anecd. Helv.) from the nominative 
nutrix aided by the verb nutrio, muri-legulus (Cod. Just.) from 
murex. Here belongs also the doubtful sala-puttium (Catull. 53, 5 ) 
from salax (?). 

Remains of a more original method of composition, where the simple 
consonant stem was combined directly with the second member, are 
found in a number of Latin words. There is always the possibility that 
the connecting vowel has been syncopated in these, and indeed it is 
sometimes actually found in older forms. Thus o/-ficina in Cicero 
appears as opi-ficina in Plautus. We cannot be sure that in nau-/ragus 
we are dealing with the original stem nau- or the later stem navi- with 
syncope. 

Examples of dental stems that may never have had a connecting 
vowel are pel-luviae < * ped-luviae (cf. sella < *sed-la, ralla < *rad- 
la), cor-dolium < * cord-dolium, cor-tumio < * cord-tumio. s 

The following -s stems are most probably old : ju-dex < * jouz-dex 
(cf. nidus < *nizdus) < * jous-dex ; ju-stitium < * jus-stitium, beside 
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the late formation juri-dicus ; mus-cipula, mus-cerda, mas-carpio, aes- 
timo, Aes-culanus (August. Civ. Dei, 4, 21), the god of Roman bronze 
or copper money, from aes and colo. 

-I stems : sol-sequia, sol-stitium. 

-r stems: iter-duca (August. Civ. Dei, 7, 3, 1) a surname of Juno; 
asse-folium (Apul. Herb. 77) < * asser- folium (?) from asfer, asserts, 
' a thick stalk '. 

-n stems : nomen-clator. -n stems had in Latin an alternate stem in 
-o; hence homi-cida < *homo-cida. This form may have influenced 
the form of the word gemi-pomus for *gemini-pomus. Nun-cupo < 
*nomi-cupo < *nomo-cupo ; arundi-fer from arundo, -inis. Perhaps 
a similar formation in -o is at the bottom of the group latro-cinium, 
lerid-cinium, ratio-cinium, sermo-cinor, tiro-cinor. In these words the 
unexplained -cinium seems to have sunk to the force of a suffix. 

Stru-fertarii (Fest. p. 295, M.) has to be considered in connection 
with struere, struxi, structus ; strues, -is, struix, -ids ; in-stru-mentum. 
Struxi and structus point to a root ending in a guttural. In Latin, 
roots ending in a guttural appear to be very frequently extended by the 
addition of an s, /una < *lucsna, tela < *texla, jumenta < jouxmenta 
(Lapis Niger). Before certain consonants, as m, n, I, /, the group cs 
was simplified. The guttural was first dropped, after which the .r dis- 
appeared and the vowel of the root, if not already long, was lengthened. 
Thus jouxmenta > *jousmenta > jumenta ; *loucsna > losna (Prae- 
neste) > luna ; ecsfero > *esfero > effero. If we assume for struo a 
root struah* we can account for the forms we find built from it. 
Between vowels ah* became v, as in nivem, nom. nix, root neiahv.. 
Hence *strvgh«o > *struvo > struo, by the same simplification of 
uv > u as occurs in fluo < *fluvo, root *bhleuqh*, beside jluxi, 
jluctus ; and fruor < *fruvor, beside fructus. The noun formed from 
the root *strugh* was apparently in early Latin *strux, *struvis, etc., 
like nix, nivis from the root neighs. From this the v dropped out as 
in struere, leaving strut's, struem, and from these forms was made a 
new nom. sing, strues. The gen. pi. struum which sometimes occurs 
is a remnant of the old consonant stem inflection. The anteclassicaj 
struix, struicis represents merely another form in which the original 
inflection *strux, *struvis was corrupted. Fro^n *strux was made the 
compound * strux-ferctarii > stru-fertarii. 



The Form of Nominal Compounds in Latin Jl 

Pedeplana (Cod. Theod. 7, 8, 13), 'parterre', is not a compound in 
the strict sense, but contains an ablative case and stands for the phrase 
(terra") pede plana. 

Opiter is not, as it has often been understood, composed of aims and 
pater, and hence from *avi-pater. Its exact formation is uncertain, but 
it seems most likely that the root op which we have in ops, opitulus, 
Opita, etc., lies at the bottom of it. 

There remain to be considered a number of compounds formed with 
numerals as the first member. These stand so isolated in form that we 
can do little more than cite the forms that actually occur. 

Beside Indo-Europ. *dvi > Lat. bi-, in bi-pes, bi-libra, bi-selliutn, 
bi-ennium, bimus < *bi-himus, b'igae < bi-jugae, etc., occurs the Ital. 
du- in du-centi, du-plex, du-pondium or di-pondium, du-bius, etc. 
Brugmann, Grundriss, II, 59, explains du- as a later formation on the 
analogy of quadru- in quadru-pes, quadru-plex, etc. Bl-duum contains 
an old dual *dvi. 

Tres has a stem tri- in tri-dens, tri-ceps, tri-vium, tri-ennium, tri- 
angulus, trimus < *tri-himus, trigae < *tri-jugae, beside the later 
tri-jugis; tres has also an old stem tre- in tre-centi (cf. Brugmann, 
Grundriss, II, 470). Tri-duutn, tri-ginta are either by the analogy of 
bi-duum, in-ginti, or contain an old nom. neut. pi. tri. 

Quattuor has the form quadru- in the compounds quadru-pes, 
quadru-plex, quadru-plus, quadru-vium, quadri-dens, quadri-ennium, 
quadrim-us < *quadri-himus, quadrigae following bigae, trigae beside 
the later quadri-jugis. Quadra-ginta stands for *qelur-. Quadrin- 
genti is instead of quadru-, following septin-genti (cf. Grundriss, II, 
5<M). 

Quinque remains in its original form in quinque-folius, quinque-genus, 
quinque-jugus, quinque-remis. The -e becomes -1 in qt:inqui-fidus, 
quinqui-partes, and -u in quincu-plex, quincu-pedal, and drops out 
before initial vowels in quinc-unx, quinqu-ennis, quinqu-ertium. 
Quinqua-ginla borrows its a from quadra-ginta, as do also sexa-ginta, 
scptua-ginta, nona-ginta. 

Sex remains unchanged before vowels in sex-ennium. *Sex-centi 
was simplified to ses-centi and later another sex-centi was formed. 
Before other consonants sex loses both its final consonants, as se-decim, 
se-jugis, se-digitus, se-mestris, se-pes. 
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Octo has ocfo- in ocfo-jugis, ocfo-minutalis, and *octo- in octi-pes, 
octu-plex, oct-angulus, oct-ennium. 

Mille has mille-folium (Plin. N. H. 25, 42), but mili-folium (Plin. 
iV. J/. 24, 152). There also occur mili-peda and mille-peda, mille- 
formis (Augustin.), milli-modus (Ven. Fort.). 

-w stems are sim-plex and septem in septem-pedalis, septem-geminus. 
The form j^A- occurs in classical Latin in septi-montium and usually in 
late Latin, as septi-collis, septi-foris, septi-pes, septi-remis, etc. Decern 
is unchanged in decem-jugis, decem-mestris, decem-modius, decem-peda, 
decem-plex, decem-remis, etc. In novem, the -ove- becomes -0- in ribn- 
genti, ndn-ussis, and -u- in niin-dinus. Following quinqu-ennium are 
formed sept-ennium (Fest. septu-enniurn), nov-ennium, dec-ennium. 
From quinc-unx we have sept-unx, dec-unx ; from quadru-plus we have 
quinqu-plus, decu-plus. 

The compounds with <w, a«w, have the following forms : 3, tressis ; 
4, quadrussis (Mart. Cap.), quadrassis (Prise.); 5, quinquessis ; 8, 
octussis ; 9, nonussis ; 10, decussis ; 20, bicessis ; 30, tticessis ; 40, 
quadragessis. According to quinqu-essis are made tressis, bicessis, 
tricessis, quadragessis; from quadru-ssis are made octussis, nonussis, 
decussis. A fuller treatment of the compounds of <m may be found in 
Stolz, Zfo/'. Gram. d. Lat. Spr. I, pp. 389 ff. 



